
Dr Kannan 
a raft of cellular tests to evaluate 
the effect of every environmental 
pollutant 
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Seoul was the venue for 
the 2005 11th Asian 
Chemical Congress.  It 
was very pleasing to see 
two days of oral 
presentations on 
environmental chemistry 
and also a considerable 
number of very high 
standard posters.  Our 
sincere thanks to all the 

members scientists and the organizing committee, who made 
the conference the success that it was.    
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 The invited papers 
centered around risk 
assessment as regards 
chemicals in the 
environment. Our 
original keynote 
speaker will be 
Professor Paolo Ricci 
from the University of 
San Francisco was 
unable to attend and 
his place was most ably taken by Professor Mustafa ali Mohd 
(University of Malaya).  Professor Mohd detailed the work he is 
carrying out on determining estrogenic compounds in 
environmental samples from Malaysia and particularly the 
accumulation of these substances in humans.   

 
 A number of important 
considerations pertaining to 
environmental and human health 
risk came out in other papers, 
with various approaches.  
Amanda Lee of EnTox (Australia) 
described research from her 
graduate study program in which 
cell cultures were being 
employed to assess risk posed 
by soil contaminants.  The 
session chairperson Dr. N 
Kannan (KORDI) noted that a 

raft of such tests 
needs to be 
developed in 
respect of every 

environmental 
organic pollutant.  
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A paper from Dr. Vyt Garnys 
(CETEC Australia) outlined the 
complexity of problems 
associated with sick buildings.  
Causes arise variously from 
such widely different sources as 
VOCs from floor coatings, 
excessive accumulation of dist in 
air conditioning ducts and 
location/positioning of cooling 
towers.  
 
Environmental effects of antifouling agents also brought out the 
necessity of being able to properly ascribe effects.  Won Joon 
Shim (KORDI) reported on the levels of these compounds and 
their degradation products in Korean seafood, although human 
health did not appear to be at risk.  Barry Noller (EnTox) 
described how TBT residues had been wrongly blamed for 
oyster mortality in Tasmania.  Michael Lam (City University of 
Hong Kong) presented his studies on the breakdown of the 
methylthiotriazine biocide Ingarol 1051, which has been used 
as a replacement for TBTs.  He has identified a previously 
unknown degradation pathway and the intermediates of this 
process need to be tested for toxic effects on marine biota.  
Frank Lee (First Institute of Oceanography, China) described 
his initiatives using chemometrics to track pollutants in various 
Chinese Coastal environments. 
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Papers ranged from instrumental 
analysis to pollutant effects.  It was 
pleasing to note the application of 
state-of-the-art procedures to 
environmental problems.  
Matanitobua and co-workers had 
employed XANES to study 
speciation of arsenic in mine 
wastes.  Pollutant uptake into biota 
was also an important topic.  
Melissa Chan (Kyoto University) 
described a pharmacokinetic model 
for endosufan uptake by rats while 
Kim Phuong Nguyen Thi and co-

workers (Institute of Chemical Technology, Vietnam) described 
interactions between copper and arsenic uptake by the 
Pennywort.   
MORE DETAILS OF ALL PAPERS ON THE CONFERENCE 
WEBSITE. (www.11acc.org) 

�
� � � � � � � � � 	 � 
 � � � � � � 
 � �
� � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
	 � 	 	 � � � 	 � � � � � � � � � � 
 � � 	 �
� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � 	 � � � � � � � � � � � � ��   

� 
 � � � � � 
 � � � 	 � � � � � 
 	 � � 	 � � � � � � � � � � 
 � � � � � � � � � 	 
 � 
 
 � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �  � !" � � !# � $!� %�

 

 

 


